






For more information and guidance on Americanism 
and Patriotism, including Patriotic Instructor duties, 
patriotic days, Americanism Helpful Hints, branches 
of service birth dates, military flags order of 
precedence and Star Family recognition, see MALTA 
Member Resources.

Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship 
Education Teacher award Program

Each year the VFW recognizes three exceptional 
teachers - one each from the elementary, junior 
high and high school levels - for their outstanding 
commitment to teach Americanism and instill 
patriotism in their students.

For more information, visit:
https://www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-
education/teacher-of-the-year 

VFW National Public Servant Award Citations.

Each year, the Veterans of Foreign Wars selects 
emergency medical technicians, law enforcement 
and firefighter personnel to receive VFW Public 
Servant Awards.

The “VFW Department Public Servant Award 
Citation Request Form” is now available on the VFW 
website. VFW members can locate this form by 
logging in to www.vfw.org and searching under “My 
VFW” in the Training & Support section.

VFW Life Saving Award Citation

The VFW Life Saving Award is one of the highest 
recognitions conferred by both the Department of 
Washington and the National Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. It honors those who display remarkable 
heroism, skill or bravery in saving or attempting to 
save a human life.

All Life Saving Award Citations must be requested 
through the VFW Programs Dashboard Tool. VFW 
members can access the VFW Programs Dashboard 
Tool by logging in to vfw.org, on the “My VFW” page 
under the Membership Quick Links section.

Patriotic items and educational materials are 
available for purchase through the VFW Store at 
1-833-VFW-VETS or online at vfwstore.org.
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AMERICANISM  
PROGRAM AWARDS

Awards for Auxiliaries:
1.  Citation and $25 to one VFW Auxiliary in each of the 10 Program Divisions that creates the most unique 
POP sign and/or meme showcasing the VFW Auxiliary.

Entry form is required and available in MALTA Member Resources.

VFW Auxiliaries must send the required entry form to the VFW Auxiliary Department Americanism Chairman 
by March 31, 2027 for judging.

The VFW Auxiliary Department Americanism Chairman must sign and send a copy of the completed 
Department-winning entry form to the VFW Auxiliary National Americanism Ambassador by April 30, 2027 
for judging.

Citations will be mailed directly to winning VFW Auxiliaries from VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters and 
money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention.

Awards for Departments and Department Chairmen:
1.  Citation and $25 to one VFW Auxiliary Department Americanism Chairman in each of the 10 Program 
Divisions with the best promotion of POP signs and/or memes showcasing the VFW Auxiliary.

Winners will be announced, and citations will be presented at the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention. 
Money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary Department account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National 
Convention for disbursement to the winning VFW Auxiliary Department Chairman.

2.  The Outstanding Performance Award and Second-Place Outstanding Performance Award will be 
awarded in each of the 10 Program Divisions based on the criteria listed on page 5 and for the promotion 
of the Ambassador’s Program goals.

Winners will be announced and awards will be presented at the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention. 
Money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary Department account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary 
National Convention.
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