






•	 Ask volunteers to wear Auxiliary and/or VFW 
branded clothing to both promote the VFW and 
the VFW Auxiliary.

•	 Remind volunteers they are NOT SELLING 
“Buddy”® Poppies but DISTRIBUTING them for 
donations and never refuse someone a “Buddy”® 
Poppy because they are unable to donate. A 
“Buddy”® Poppy honors all veterans.

•	 See the VFW’s “Buddy”® Poppy Chairperson’s 
Guide for further assistance in setting up a 
“Buddy”® Poppy drive, as well as other helpful 
resources. The guide can be found in MALTA 
Member Resources.

•	 At the Auxiliary and Post level, all proceeds from 
Poppy drives are to be placed in the Relief Fund 
with receipts and expenditures in accordance 
with the Treasurer’s Guide and the Podium 
Edition: Bylaws and Ritual.

•	 Distribution of “Buddy”® Poppies should 
be included in every Auxiliary, District or 
Department activity including parades, patriotic 
events, membership drives, bingo or trivia 
nights, etc.

•	 There are many creative ways to distribute the 
“Buddy”® Poppy including window displays, 
posters, wreaths, remembrance walls, hats, 
event centerpieces, etc.

Two Versions of the “Buddy”® Poppy Are 
Available

 •	 Traditional artificial flower “Buddy”® Poppy
 •	 Tin tab “Buddy”® Poppy

Anniversary “Buddy”® Poppies 

Special traditional artificial flower Poppies are 
available to VFW Posts celebrating their 25th, 50th, 
75th and 100th anniversaries. The poppies are the 
same design as traditional poppies but come in 
silver for the 25th anniversary, gold for the 50th 
anniversary and diamond (iridescent white) for the 
75th anniversary. VFW Posts currently in their 100th 
anniversary can order any color and as many as they 
need. Anniversary “Buddy”® Poppies are available 
from the VFW Store while supplies last. Once they 
are all sold they are gone. 

Official National VFW “Buddy”® Poppy Display 
Contest

•	 Takes place annually at National Convention.
•	 Displays are judged in three (3) categories.
•	 This is an official National VFW contest.

Contest rules and judging guidelines are available 
in MALTA Member Resources. This is a VFW contest 
and the rules cannot change. If you have further 
questions after reading the rules and guidelines, 
please contact Lynn W. Rolf III at lrolf@vfw.org.

Unofficial  “Buddy”® Poppy Display Contest &
VFW National “Buddy”® Poppy Awards

Find details about the Unofficial “Buddy”® Poppy 
Display Contest & VFW National “Buddy”® Poppy 
Awards in MALTA Member Resources.
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“BUDDY”® POPPY PROGRAM AWARDS

Awards for Auxiliaries:
1.  Citation and $25 to one VFW Auxiliary in each of the 10 Program Divisions for the most outstanding 
activity and/or event to educate their community about the VFW “Buddy”® Poppy. 

Entry form is required and available in MALTA Member Resources.

VFW Auxiliaries must send the required entry form to the VFW Auxiliary Department “Buddy”® Poppy Chairman 
by March 31, 2027 for judging.

The VFW Auxiliary Department “Buddy”® Poppy Chairman must sign and send a copy of the completed 
Department-winning entry form to the VFW Auxiliary National “Buddy”® Poppy Ambassador by April 30, 2027 
for judging.

Citations will be mailed directly to the winning VFW Auxiliaries from VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters and 
money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention.

Awards for Departments and Department Chairmen:
1.  Citation and $25 to one VFW Auxiliary Department “Buddy”® Poppy Chairman in each of the 10 Program 
Divisions for the best promotion of activity and/or event to educate their community about the VFW 
“Buddy”® Poppy. 

Winners will be announced, and citations will be presented at the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention. 
Money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary Department account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National 
Convention for disbursement to the winning VFW Auxiliary Department Chairman.

2.  The Outstanding Performance Award and Second-Place Outstanding Performance Award will be 
awarded in each of the 10 Program Divisions based on the criteria listed on page 5 and for the promotion 
of the Ambassador’s Program goals.

Winners will be announced and awards will be presented at the 2027 VFW Auxiliary National Convention. 
Money will be deposited into the VFW Auxiliary Department account after the 2027 VFW Auxiliary 
National Convention.
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